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HOUSE Or 


now afembledin PARLIAMENT- 


{VS gen firjt #7 ple eſed You 70 require 
DN our ſervice in Preaching at Y Cur 
D late Prolike Faſt, wee reſolned to 
df cloſe our eyes againjt al Ciou'ls of 
diſcouragement riſing from our own 
' anworthineſſe and inſufficiency, and to jt our 
- ſelves wholly to ſeeke wiat the Lord would com- 
mand us te d:liver in his Name, as ſuch atime, 

to ſuch an Honourable and awfall aſſembly, with Plhim, 8: 

a totall denyall of our ſelves. 

And albeit wee ſhould have beene g/ad to have 
beene ſpared this expoſing of our ſelves to the pab- 
Ike view ; yet, You appoynting otherw:;/ſe , wee 
bold it equall that the joynt entreaty of the Repre- 

| ſentative Body of the whole Communaity of the 
Kingdome ſhould be regarded, and have choſen r «- 
ther that ethers ſhould cenſurexs of Weakreſſe, 
© than You ſhould-chatge us with Diſobedience : 
Your Requeſt being no lefſe than a Command ; 
and your acceptance ſufficient to give value to 
tbings of themſelves both-meane and worthleſſe, 
Wherefore according to our Duty, fo wil- 
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_ __ tfingh 2s the conſcionſneſſe of onr ſlender perfor- 
mances wonld permit , wee obey Tour Order, | 
and doe now, although ſomewbat late, humbly © 
offer theſe 1wo Paine Sermons ( for , who expe: © 
other ina Faſt ?;) at the footſtoole of Your Tri- 77 
bunall, 4s a laſting Monument of Our Gratitude © 
for. Your encouraging Approbation of, and ſe- 
lemne Thanks for our weake endevours in the 
preaching of them. | | 
If in ſome places wee have taken that juſt liber. 
ty which all others have done before us , wee truſt 
it ſhall not bee imputed ; ſo long as in the moſi 
wrateriall paſſages wee have kept to the wery © 
words which at firſt wee uſed , £ arre as Was 


baires breadth from the ſence and ſubſtance in the 
reſt due. 

Wee have indeed pared off ſome Repetitions, © 
which inſpeaking had their uſe , the more to in- 
culcate, andthe better ts ſet omthe matter , but © 
would not have beene ſo grateful in Writing, be. © 
cauſe Readers account every thing too long, that 
bath any thing too wuch. Wee have likewiſe con- © 
traFed ſome expreſſions , which in diſcourſes of © 

=. 

Jo much length, conld hardly bee ſo conciſe as wee * 
defired, Memory being not alwayes at hand to 
give birth to every conception of our mindes in 
ſuch formes as wee intended, And ſome, few © 
things wee have added, where ſtraites of time, or © 
defe@ of memory made ſome balkes in the firſt de- © 
| verie, 1 

wed What ever onr performances bee , wee 5, ; 
| eave | 


—— 


Dedicatory. nk 


leave them in T our bands,and under T our Honou- 
rable ProteFion, which wee are bold to expedF, 
becauſe they are by your owne AG drawne fron: 
us, and that in atimeſo queaſie and diftempered as 
can hardly beare that Food or Phyſicke which is 
weedfull for it. Seldome doth 2 wile Reprofe, 4 
neceſſary Exhortation, or wholſome Dottrin? 
meet with an obedient Eare. 
The God of Heaven fteere all your weighty con- 
IF fultations by hjs owne Counſel/ to his owne Glory ; 
* cover You ſtill under his owneWing , and make 
* You the moſt accomphihr, beſt united, and mo # 
> ſucceſfſefull and glorions Houſe. of Commons 
= thatever fate in that High Court; but chiefe!y 
inthe effeFnall endeavonring of a further Sand :- 
* onof, and ſtronger Guard about our Palladium, 
the true Rehgion 5 already eſtabliſhed 4H10Ng Ws, 
in theperfeTFing of the Reformation of it ; in the 
> eredting maintaining,ÞroteFing,andincouraging 
= of an able, godly, faithy ull, zealous profitable, prea- 
* chine * Mmiſtery, 7 every pariſh Church and 
> Chappell throughont England and Wales ; and in 
= the interceding to the Kings ſacred Majeſty for the 
= ſetting up of a Faithfull, Tudiciour, and Zealows 
= Magiſtracy, where yet the ſame is wanting, to bee 


- ever at hand to backe fach a Miniſtery + without 


®* This was 
our joynt and 
earne't (uit t6 
You,in Prea- 
ching, and we 
now again be- 
ſeech You to 
ſet your hears 


> either ofwhich ; not onely the power of godli- and hands to 


= nefle will ſoone degenerate into formality , an 
= zeale into Luke-warmneſſe ; but Popery, Ar- 
2 minianiſme, Socinianiſine, Prophanenefſe, Apo- 
 itacy , and Atheiſme it ſelfe will more and more 
3 croud in upon #4, and prevaile2 againſt us, 

A 2 doe 


d this work, as 


diah,and other 


Princes in 1u- 

dah did. 

2 Chron. 19.7. 
5, 9. 
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And now, commending You to God.,and to © 
Ads 10, 3, the Word of his grace , which is ablero build 
Tox up furcher, and rogive Youan inheritance 7? 
among ail them which bee ſanctined ; and theſe * 
our Laboxrs to his further bleſſing,whereby all may © 
ſpeedily be brought under the line of his Cove- © 
The ſammeof nant, which is oar (aicty ; that hee way 


doe Y cull You can by all other meancy. 2 


both Sermons continue with ws , which is our 
Glory ; and wee with him, | 
which is our happinefle : | 
Wee reſt, 
Yours, moſt devoted to 
che ſervice of your 


Faithin all Daty, 


Cornelias Burgers. 


Stephen Marſhall, | 
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before the Honourable 


houſe of Commons , at 
their publike Faſt. 


2 CHRON. 15. 2. 
The Lord is with you while yee be withhim, andif yee 
ſeeke him hee wil be foundof you : bnt if yee forſake 
vie, - he will forſake you. 


d His portion of Scripture, is 4 part of 1,;roce- 

a jSermon preached ro the whole Rion,ſer- 
body of the Kingdome of Judah ; "5,05" 
and a fitter Idonot know in all the nefic of 
Bible co be preached upon to the the Texc- 
Repreſentative body of a Chriſtian 
State ;eſpecially upon a day when 

© they are drawing nighto God. The more inexcuſable 
g Tould I be in adventuring to ſhew my weaknefle at 
I this time, in this place, were Inotable to call the moſt 
B High 


4aeht tAEt OS Y wt 
: 5 aaxbae! {S85- 55 
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= - " % - 


High to wirneſſe, that nothing bur conſcience of my ki 
duty kept me ( with Torah ) from running away from”? 


* Amos 7, the Lords work. But Amos the herd{man muſt prophe. 7 


=, B:r.8.21. ſpeciall errand I have to deliver from the Lord, is to 


ſie at the Kings Chappell when God commands him. +: 
The ſpeciall end of your meeting this day, 15 to af-_ - 
fli® your ſouls before God,that ſo with Exzra,you might 
ſeeke a right way for your ſelyes, and the weighty -af- © 
faires of his Majeſty', and the who!e State : andthe 


* 
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aſſure you of the ſame trurh,although in other words, 
which Ezratold the Perſian Emperour , that the hand 


Verſe 22, of God is upon themfor good that ſeek himzbut his power 


and wrath again# all them that forſake him, viz. That 
God will be with you,while you be with him, 


Which Text chat you may the better underftand,give 


tateof meleave to carry youalittle back,and give you a plain 


the [ewiſh 


Which oc- 


view ofthe (tare of the Church of 7udab at that time. 
- In the dayes of Rehoboam there had beenan-hor- 


calioned rible apoſtaſie from the purity of Gods worſhip; Re- 
me Fext- 1;gion was very much corrupted, and the forces of the 


Kingdom were exceedingly weakned. And in Abijah: 
time things grew worſe and worſe, Burnow when 4a © 
(being a godly man)came to the Crowne, he begins at 
_ therightend, and makes it his firſt worke to ſetupcn 
reformation of Religion,taking away the Altars of the 
ſtrange Gods and the high places brake down the Images, 


ChaP.14* cat down the Groves , commanded Jadah 80 ſecke the 


; R 
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Lord God of their Fathers, and to doe the Law and the: 
Commandement s, caſting out wharſoever was a ſtench * 
inthe Lords noſtrills, and he proſpered in whatſoever 
he pur his hand unto. : t 
This done, hee then calls all his Nobles and Prin” 
ces, and Elders together, and tells them that Ge by | 
ought! 


_—_—_— 


1 beforethe Commons ouſe of Parliament, 
230 —_ | — = = — Sh. AS. 
A ſobght the Lord in marters of Religion, and God had 1'trods- 


dion. 


">> beene found of them, and that now they ſhould goe ___*___ | 
"22 and fortifiethe Kingdome z and ſo they did in all the Verſe 7» 
= Cities, and proſpered. But in the mid(t of this worke 
** comesout Zerah the Cuſhite, the Ethiopian (or rather 
* the Arabian, Ethiopia lying beyond Egypt)with an Ar- 
j 2 my ofa thouſand thouſand, and three hundred Chariots, 
" ( it may be the greateſt Army that ever youread of in 
2 any ſtory) with theſe he breaks in ſuddenly upon Aſa. 
= Buthehumbles himſelfe before God, berakes himſelfe 


| coprayer, tells the Lord that it was all one with him to 


: © helpe by many or few. And in the Lords name he wene 

- out to encounter with that huge Army ; over which 
+ _ the Lordgavehim a __—_— victory, and the ſpoile 
, - ofthe enemies Countrey to boot, te I 

Now as they were comming backe to Hieruſalem, 3The'co- | 

., the Lord calls out Azariab the ſonne of Oded, to make _— 
> the gratulatory oration for their ſafe retarne and con- lyſis. ” 
; = queſt, in theſe words that have read, and ſo forward 


* to verſe the eighth ;and ſol am come to my Text. 
p In which (that I may make as briefc a way as I can 
-- poſlibly rothe matter that I ſhall inſiſt upon ) rwo 
> thirjgs are to be unfolded. 
= Firſt, theſcope andinrent of the Propher, and thar 
-- 151aid downein the latterend of his ſpeech , Be ſtrong y... , 
= therefore, andlet not your hands be weake : that 15, goe ; 
= on with the good work of Reformation of Religion, 
> wherewith you werein hand before the enemy inter- 
= rupted you. . 
- Secondly,the arguments whereby this is prefſed,and 
> theyare two. | 
| Thefirſtisrakenfrom their owne preſent happineſſ+, 
who were in Gods wayes : The Lord is with you while 
*-- B 2 gee 
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'ermon preached at a F af 


" yee arewith him, and if yee ſeeke him be will bee found of © | 
mm y0H © but if yee forſake him be will forſake you. 1 

Theſfecondis taken from the miſery of the tex Tribes, 7, 

who were out of Gods way, concerning whom hee >; 

| ſpeaksto this effeCt, het for along time Iſrael(that is the >| 

ten Tribes) had bin without God, and without a teach- © 

ing Prieſt and without law-:and as they had caſt off God, | 

ſoGod hadcaſt off them : howbeit,if they would have | 

| 

| 


ſought toGod, and turned tq him, God would have | 
bin found of theme : but they Hoing on in the way of 
\ Cdeſperateapoſtacy the Lord vexed them every where, 
___ mtheCity,inthe Conntry,in the Family,every where 
God was too ſtrong for them, ( as certainly God will © 
makeevery one to know that he hath a hard match to: | 


IF encounter with, that dares to beare Armes againſt the "7 - 
$4. Lord.) And ſo from their z:zſery hee prefſeth Hſaand F 
*S his people rogoe onin the right courſe, co prevent the | 


like for comming upon themſelves. 7 

This ſecond argument of the wiſery of the ten 

Tribes belongs not to my worke. vr 

I berake my ſelfe therefore to the other, wherein 

| ſhall ſpend the allotted time for this exerciſe, namely, 3 

| *4Thedi- Thepreſent happineſſe of the Church of the Zewes, that 

| nfton. were in Gods way:in which obſerve theſe two things. 

4, $ Firſt,what the happineſſe was that they enjoyed, in 
"2 theſe words, The Lord is with you. 

"$4 Secondly, the Condition upon which they enjoyed 
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| 
w this happineſſe, or the termes upon which they held it | 
+] and that 1s, '* 
Vol Firſt more generally propounded, The Lords with 3 
0 you,while you are with him, 

| Secondly , more particularly and exegetically ex- 
. pounded in the next words, Zf yee ſeeke him, hee _ 
W— 1 ee 


eye forſake him he will forſake you. The Chur- 
r{t of them, The preſent happineſſe pj,ege. RB 


5 
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= pet? Tchowvah 1s every where ; Whither ſhall Tgo from ++ _ 
© thy preſence? Nay,he is not onely preſent eytry where, 7.c. 

* but he manifeſts his preſence every where, every herbe 
** ſhewes it, all the Creatures ſpeak God in them. Nor 
= onely ſo,but oft times the manifeſtation of Gods pre- 
b ſence is the torture and miſery of the people ro whom 
= heis preſent. In 7/ai.33.14 when God ſends them word 
© rhathe would come among them,preſently ir tollows, 
'® The ſinners in Zion are afraid,fearefulnes hath ſurpriz.ed 
= the Hypocrite,who among us ſhall dwell with devouring 
IX fire? who among us ſpall dwell with everlaſting burning? 
= Andin 7er. 4.23.the Prophet beheld the earth,and lo: 


- » 
non af 


= was withoutforme, and voyd ; the mountaines, and 19 


*Y 
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they trembled ; the nations, and they were waſted to no- 
= thing : what was the reaſon ? becauſe of the preſence of 
= the Lord. What preſence then 1s here intended? 
For thar, through Gods providence, the mornings 
worke hath ſaved me part of my labonr. For in effe<t 
the preſence intended in this Textis Gods preſence in 
the Covenant of Grace, 1n which heis ſojoyned with a 
people,that they alſo arejoyned unto him. God to be 7. ,, «. 
joyned with a people,and to be in Coverart with then, Ii 56. 
in the Scripture phraſe is all one. So that the Leſſon 3 
which ir affords 1s this. | | | 
T he preſence of God in his Covenant of Grace with any De. 1,” 
People, is the greateſt glory, und havpineſſe that they 1 
can enjoy. 


B 


\F9 


The 


7 / o / # &F/ 1 


os Char: The Prophet here encouraging them togo onand ®R 
pire je, rofeare nothing, uſeth onely this ſentence, that God ®, 
—— will be with them: A5ifhe had ſaid, you ſhall have all 

the happpineſſe thatyoucan wilh,God will be with you, © 


Ia prolecuting this poynt I ſhall endeayour rwo. 7 


things. 
Firſt, to demonſtrate the truth of it out of the. 
Scripture. ; | 


Secondly, to make a briefe application of it, 
The hap. © Forthe fir(t, ſce how cleareitis in the Scriptures, in 
pineſle of Det. 4+ 7, 8. Moſes {peakes of the Iſraelites after this 
tneC5970 manner : What Nation ( in all the world) is ſogreat a 


rr: ved, 


1BySciz= thou art ? All theirneighbours ſhould ſay, ſurely this * 
furcr, 1$ a great people, awiſe, a happy people : I pray you 


| what was their condition when Moſes thus magnified * 
8 them? there were 600000 men of them ina deſolate, 
"# barren, howling wildernefle : There was not one houſe. 
Tn fora man to hide his head ; bar onely floting Tents, © 


ſome covered with cloathes, ſome with boughes: # 
Deu.29 F; Noland that they could either ſow, or plough, at * 
reape : No trading ; hardly a man that had two ſuirs to 
his backe, (bur as ſome thinke) as their bodies grew,'?” 
their cloathes grew : as their feer grew, their ſhoog © 
grew : wherein then was their happineſſe? Mark what 
Moſes ſaith verſ. 7. What Nation is there ſo great, whi 
hath Godſc nigh unto them as the Lord our God is ju al 
things,&c ? There was their happineſle, that Tehows: 
was nigh them, and marched up and downe before” 
them. $5 you ſhall ſee in E x04. 33, the Lord was offers 1 
ded with the people for making of the goldenCalfe;lt * 
the beginning of the Chap. he 5 afrer this manner” 
ro Moſes, Take this people, and carry them to the Land: 
that I bave promiſed to give them : It is a Land flowini 
, wilt 
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ith Milke-» and Honey. Iwill ſend my Angell before " Chur- 
04, Hee ſhall drive out all the Nations, and plant you eng : 
Zr: that goodly Countrey : onely I my ſelfe will not goe — 
*riththem, for {ball be ſo farre provoked by their 
finnes, that I ſhall fall upon them ſnddenly , and con. 
ſure them. But my Angell (hall notleave them till 
\Zrhey be ſetled ir that good Land, One would have 
thought that this had becne an excellent offer , thou- 
> ſands would hayeeſteemed ir a glorious thing to have 
Zan Ance/t of God to goe and plant them in the. 
*pocdlieft Countrey that was under the cope of hea- 
yen. Bur marke how Moyſes takes it. O Lord, 
>rather kill us allin the Wilderneſſe, let ns never ſtirre 
:a foote, if thy preſence goe not with us. I pray thee, 
=1f I have found fayour with thee, goe with us thy 
ſelfe : wel, ſaith God, my preſence (hall goe. HMoy- 
- ſes prefſeth againe, letic bee that ornothing : For 
© wherein elſe ſhall it be knowne to the world, that 1 and 
* thy people have foundgrace inthy ſight ? Is it not in 
* that thou goeſt with ns ? Sofhall wee be ſiparated, 1 and 
= thy people from all the people that are upon tbe face of the 
= Earth. This 1s the ſumme of rhat Chapter. Agaige 
> you ſhall findein Pſalme 46. and Pſa/me 48. David 
= ſtrangely magnifies Hierwſalem above all the Ci- 
= ties in the World : Excellent are the ſtraines of 
> Rhetoricke flowing from the Spirit of Godin ſerting 
> forth the glory of that City , which in a word was 
* ſuch, as All Kings of the Earth ſhould come and looks 
= on, andſtandamaxzed at it. Withonr que(tion, Baby- 
2 lon, or Niniveh excelled Hieruſalem in Davids tune 
= for outward glory,as farre as the City of London doth 
one of onr meane Country Townes. What vas the 
glory of Hieruſalem then ©: You {hall rezd in thok 
| Pl{aimes 
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The Chur- Pſalmes God was with him. God is in the midſt of her ; = 
pr l Je >= God is knowne in her Palaces. Andevery where this } is © 
——— the thing he cries up : it was a glorious place, becauſe P 
Tehovah was there. P. 
And in 7ja/zee 144. The Pen-man of it fo farre ex. % 
trols even the common mercies that God oft times * 
beſtowes upon a people, that they then become - 
Bleſſed, When their Sonnes grow up as plants,ant their v 
Daughters as the corners of the Temple , poliſhed after 
the manner of a Palace , their Garners affording all 
ſtore, their Oxen ſtrong to labour ; that there js ns" 
breaking in, and carrying into Captivity. Bleſſed, 
laith hee, are the people that are in ſuch caſe. "Y : 
marke how hee gives a daſhroall hee had faid, in 
c- compariſon of that he had to fay of the vleſſedneſſe | 
9 of Gods people, Yea,rather 4 are the people whoſe - 
Gods the Lord. Youſhall ſee alſo in the latter end 7 
"5 of Ezechiel, Chapter 40. and in Revelation 21. ſuch” 
| 38 an hyperbolicall deſcription of a moſt glorious Ci-- ? 
| ty the new Hzernſalem, asneverhad parallell, And 7 
hh what is the Glory of that City ? Read bur the laſt © 
words inthe Propheſie of Ezechiel, The name of that 
| City from that Day foall bee THE LORD 1S 
THERE. AS it hee had ſaid, would you have 
q an abridgement of all the excellencies of this City 
EE and Temple? Thisit is, Febowah is there. And in 
( "BE Revelation 21. The LordGod Almighty and the Lamb 
| | are there. 
On the other fide you (hall ſee it as plaine ; when © 
EY the Lord threatnerh the greateſt plague and curſe that 
| 9K .canbetidea Nation, henever mentions other, above # 
8.” this, that Hee will depart from them : as if hee had! 
Va meant to ſtrike them dead at a blow , by ſaying, H-e 
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Lofore the Commons houſe of Parliament. 
The C hur- 


—llleave them. Thatplace in Hoſea Chapter 9. I: yy; bop. 
&: very remarkable : As for Ephraim (thatis, the pineſe- _ 
*Childrea of 7/rael, the ten Tribes) his glory ſpall flee 
way as a bird; that is, ſuddainly, ſwittly, irrecover- 
bly, he ſhall beutterly undone. Whar is the mat- 
Fer? Thenext Verſe tels you, Foe unto them when J 
Lepart from them. It God goe, woe comes ;all goes, 
Ho goe. Itisa knowneſtory inthe 1. Sammel 4. 


hat when the Arke ( that was called #he glory of God) 
- the viſible coken of Gods preſence in the Covenant of 
**Grace, was taken Caprine by the Phyliſtines, 23 Phincas 
his wife bowed her ſelfe and travailed, and though 
"they after told her that a Man-child was borne, ſhee re-— 
_pardeditnot, but called his name 7chabed, ſaying 
| Ele glory is gone ; becauſe then Gods preſence depar- 
red from them, 
-  Wharneed I ſayany more? The worke of the 1- 
_ Larnation of the Sonne of God, and the Redemption 
; of the World byhim, was ſach, chatone maine end 
; of making this goodly frame of Heaven and Earth 
, "was , that it might be the ſtage upon which 
> that Worke ſhould be ated. A worke whereinnot 
onely all mans happinefſelyes, and whence it flowes; 
bur whereinall Gods Attributes are glorified to the 
' higheſt; and for which the Church Triumphant ſhall 
, * thinke Eternity ſhort enough to prayſe God. Of 


2 this worke (Ifay) the ſummeisgivenin one word , 
* ImmanuellGodis with as. 


; n 2 By Reaw 
And plajne Reaſor may demonſtrate that it muſt bo | 


, > needs beſo, Wharis glory, but the ſhining out of 
; 2 excellency? VVhar is happineſſe butthe fruition of 
{be greateſt good? Now there js no excellency that 
Ines Our 1N any thing, like to that which beames 
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The Chur- out from God in the Covenant of grace to his people Is 
ches h%P- There i3 no good that any people can enjoy like thc 


ixe//t. CTY 5 , ik 
—_— fruition of God Io that Covenant. Ic IS true, God max 


nifeſts himſelfe to all the Nations in the World (iz**f 

him they |. ve, and move, and have their being :) yer itt 

15 as in 2 darke Cloud, they grope after him, and can. 

not feele him ; but in the Covenant of grace men be. 

2 Cor. 2. hold himz with open face, like the Sunne ſhining in hiz® 

18. ſtrength, as through a Hirrowr - Such a Mirrour az 

the Prince of Orange had; that would ſkew the Sunne® 

& | in his full bigneſſe and beaury. Thus God ſhines in the® 
Bae | Covenant of grace. 


The Prince 1s virtually preſent in all places of his; 


Br Kingdome;, but his Coxrt is his Glory + So where'® 
God 1s in his&ovenant, there Heaver 15 ; therefore” 
this is uſually inthe Scripture phraſe called the King.» 
HF dome of heave; h 
; LR Bur if yet more particularly you require, what ® 
| hy Gods preſence in his Covenant implyes : As he,who be. © 
ing aſkt what God was,required firſt a day,then two, ® 
then three ; alledging, that che more he ſtudied it, the k 
lefle able hee found himſelfe to anſwerir. So the® 
F more I thinke of this, the moreunablel ſee my ſelfe wo] 
| make a ſatisfactory anſwer : what I can, take thus; To! 

» the Nation of the Jewes it implyed ſomething which? 
concernes notus, but myſtically or analogically : As! 
to have the Arke, Vrimand Thammin: : to have God: 

The Cur tO reveale himſelfe in Viſrons and Dreames : To anK 
ces hap- {wer by T hxnder,ec. which my haſte allowes we not 
_ «x |©\{ure to explaine.But to them,and to all other peopic 


planed, ro Gods preſencein the Covenant of grace implyes the 


"fc : three chin2s. 
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Lefore the Commons houſe of Parliament. 11 


be his owne ſeparated people, knit to him ina league T9 = 
of love: heis their God, they are his people ; they have ,;,,r. 
Za propriety in God,andGod hath a propriety inthe, —— 
Zfochat they may ſay of Him,This God is our God, and 
2God of them, This people is my people. N ow this 1s the 
Zoreateſt happineſſe,nothing can exceed it : It hath bin 
=often queſtioned , what was the greateſt favour that 
zer Almighty God did for man © Some preferre 
reation wherein Man received his being, and excel- 
2Jentendowments : ſome Redemption, wherein man is 
xecovered toa better and ſurereſtate than he enjoyed 
In Creation - but oat of queſtion to be a 7edediah,belo- 
wed of God,to be xeare to God as his Children, as his 
"Spouſe is the comprehenſion of all that can be ſaid or 
, ghought of the happineſſe of a people. And if you 
_Jooke into the Scriptures, you ſhall ſee that Gods loye 
220 h1s peculiar people, is ſuch a love as carries with it 
+ all relations : Ir 15 theloveof a Farher ro his Chil- 
, Qren ; 1 will be your Father, end you ſhall be my Sonnes, 2 Cor 6. 
, #nd Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. Itis the love 
That aman beares to the wife of his boſome : 7 will Hob 2. 
6 Iarry thee to me in righteonſneſſe,and truth,and mercy. 74 
ol Ic 1sthe love of a friend ; Thave called you my friends : Joh, 14. 
And Abraham, the Father of all that are in Covenant, 
was ſnled, The friend of God. 
# Andfrom this intereſt in God flow innumerable 
gÞriviledges, for being thus belovedof God, and preci- 

us tO him,it followes that they are accepted in their 
Frvices, that all their ſmnes are pardoned, and that 
hey have liberty to aſke any thing that is good for 
nem. When Solomon was beloved of God, 2 King. 
« 5. God bids him, CAche what 1 ſhall doe for thee : 
-o* 15Huraſkeand have. And this is the confidence that 1 John 5. 
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TheChur- wee have in him , that if we aske any thing according to 
cterbP- his will, be heareth #s. They have friendfhip wich all 
P72 _ his friends: In Zach. 8. 23. Ter menſhalllay hold upon 
the skirt of one that is a Tew, ofwhom they be able to 
ſay, Wee hane heard that God is with you. Indeed, 

rohave God thus making himſelfe over to a people, 
to bee their portion, to love them , and to ewne © 

them , 1s not onely an heayen vpon earth , but the 

very heaven of heaven. L 
2 Of Gods Secondly, Gods preſence with apeoplein his Co- 
and proſ. venant , implyes Gods aſſiſting them, and proſpering Ef 
pering of all the workes they put their hands unto. This is the 7 
mem  ordinaryexpreſſion of the Scriprture:Every thing proſ- © 
1 Chr, 1 pers, where God 1s. It 18 ſayd of David, whitherſoever - 
9: ( Saxl)ſent him, be proſpered: for God was with him. E- © 
Gen, 39, Very houſe where Joſeph came proſpered, Jer God was 
with him.In all undertakings,in all Counſels for wars, Z 

for peace, for trade, &c, Gods aid andaſliſtance comes 
Tob.22.28 in. If they decree a thing, Godwill eſtabliſh it, If they © 
Pro.1%3. comprit their worke to him, the very thoughts of their © 

Plal. 1. hearts ſhall be eſtabliſhed? Whatſoever they doe, Godwill | 
12-26-12. rake it 10 proſper. Thou O Lord, workeſt all our worke: 

Dr us. 

7 Whereas now if God be abſent, all mens endeavors 
are tOonOpurpoſe in any kind.F xcept the Lord build the 
houſe, they labour bat in vaine that build jt. Itis toro 
parpoſe roplough that field that Ged wilthaue lye 
fallow, Ye earne much ſaith God, bart it comes tono- 
thing, ye ſow much and bring n lictle,ye eatand have 
H-81.6 9 notencugh,yee drinke and are not filled; he that ear- 
neth wages,pnrs it into a bottormleſſe parſe, What was 
the reaſon? the Lord blaſtedall. And it muſtneeds be 
ſo, all the ſecond caufes worke onlyby yertae of the 
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firſt, the great wheele carries on all the other. —- 


A notableexample of this, that Gods preſence is mans þ —_ 
proſperity, wee have in Hag. 2. where when God had -— 
rold them that the reaſon of all their 11] ſucceſfſe in their 
enterprizes came from Gods withdrawing from them 
for their unfaithfull walking with him in the matter 
ofrebnilding his houſe, and that thereupon the people 
wereſtirred up toconſider their wayes , and tobuild 
Gods Templegthe Lord tells them,verſ.18.chat though 
their ſeed was not yet in their Barnes, nor any of their 
trees had brought forth their burthen ; and ſo for 
ought they could ſee, they were like rohaue as hard a 
year as before: yet now,faith the Lord. from this day I 
will bleſ:yow.Now you {bal have acrop,that there ſhal 
not be roome enough to receive it:for if they would 
build his Texeple,he would come and dwell with then. 

Thirdly,Gods preſence in his Covenant implyes his z of 504) 


TA 


prote@ion, and defence of that people againſt all ene- J15'*&'"s) 
mies: Ir is faid of 7oſeph, he wentinto #eypt,he was ding of , 
ſold for a ſhve : bur faith the Text, Godwas with them. * 
him , and delinered him out of all his afliFions : None Ort 1 
could hurt him, while God was with him. Abcun- 3..F 
dance of excellent Scriptures ſpeake this trueth. Ob- J 2 
ſerve twoor three cempariſons which the Holy Ghoſt |: 
trequently ufeth, in 7/ai. 4. thelatrer end,the Lord 
ſpeakes thus of rhe Churches of the Gentiles, thathe 
would create xpon all the aſſemblies ( upon all the pla- 
ces where the people ſhould aſſemble toſerve him ) a 
pillar ofa Cloud, and a fire to keepe them ſafe day 
and night : for wpor. all the glory ſhall be a defence. 
Marke, Gods preſence in his Ordinances is their 
Glory, and upon all the Glory Go n would cre- 
ate a Defence, He comparech Himſelfe roo a 
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rorakeallthe blowes , that the body cannot bee hurr, 
ti/l the Shield be pierc-d through. In Zach. a. 5. God 
faith he will bee awal of fire round about them : allu- 
ding to the cuſtome of Travellers in waſte wilderneſ- 
(cs, whouſed ro make fires round abont them in the 
night, and then none of the wilde beaſts durſt come 
neare them ; ſuch a detence 1s God to his people : And 
he often faich, he beares them upon Eagles wings.Some 
obſerve , that other Birds carry their young ones in 
their clawes, ( and then rhe young one may be killed, 
and the old one not hurt) but the Eagle carries her 
young upon her back,upon her wings,and ſorthey can- 
not be hurt rill ſhee be ſhot through. Excellent 1s that 
expreſſion ia -3/ay. the 46.where God comparing him- 
ſelfe-with the Idols ot the Heathens , ſpeakes co this 
purpoſe,T heir Idols muſt be borne : but God beareshis 
people : They mult be jet i» their place , and bee kepy 
leaſt they be ſtolne or broken ; they muſt defend their 
gods, but Iehovah defends his people : In many places 
God calls himſelfe che Watch-man ofhis people, the 
Leader of them, the Defender of them : all ſignifying 
chus much, that the ſafety and defence of his people 
relts upon his preſence with them. 

Some where L have read a Dialogue betwixt a Tew 
and a Heathen : After the Jewes returne frem the Cap- 
tivity , all the Nations round about them (being ene« 
mies tothem) a Pagan aſked a Tew how they could 
have any hope of ſafety : becauſe ( faich hee) every one 
of them 1s as one filly ſheep compaſſed abour with fifty 
wolves? I, but faith the Jew, we are kept by a ſhep- 
heard that can kill theſe fifry Wolves when hee plea- 
ſeth. This God, where eyer he comes,is the ProteQor 
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Shield, Iam thy Shield. Now the nature of a Shield is 
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before the Commons houſe of Parhament is 
of his people ; who, ifhee ipeake but the word, all The Chur- 


theenemies of his people are conſumed and brought be - 
ronothing. And this1s the ſumme ofall Balaams an- — 
_ ſ\werto Balaak, Num. 23. and 24.that neither force nor 
"frahd could hurt the people of 7/rael while God was 
with them. 
Onthe other fide, if Godleaye a people all their 
ſtrength 1s gone, as Sampſon was when his Locks 
were cut off. A notable inſtance of this you ſhall find in 
Icr. 37. God was then withdrawing from his people, 
r>oke away the (ignes of his preſence, and told them 
they ſhould bedelivered up into the hands of the Chal- 
deans : they thought yerrohold it Gur. But faith the | 
Propher, If yee had ſmitten all the Army ofthe Chalde- ,, _.. ak 
ans, andnone of them had beene left but a few wounded | 
men, they ſhould come and burne your City. Amaziah's 2 Chr.x5 
caſe alſo 1s moſt famous z hee had warre with a great _ 
company of malicious neighbour Princes that hated 
him, and hehires 100090 valiant men of 7/rael, and 
joynes them with his owne forces - But there comes 
a Prophet, and bids him ſend theſe 100000 people 
backe z why ? for Gods not with the armies of Iſrael; 
ASifthehad ſaid, Amaziah, it were all one for thee to 
carry 100000 Wilps of ſtraw, or a hundred thou- 
ſand dead Carkafſes into the field to fight, as a 
hundred thouſand valiant men , it God bee not wit 
| them. | 
While God was with Sampſon, he could carry the 
8 gates ofa City upon bis ſhoulders 3 when Gad left 
g him, when his Locks were cur ( which were a pledge 
of Gods preſence) then they took him and made a fool 
of him at their pleaſure. 
If you be not yer latisfhed,that all thee three things 
are 
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; TleC:u- are implyed in Gods preſence:obſerve further that nor © 
þ6cty” bp oncly ay” "6 » bureven of all the Idoll gods of the 5:3 
-— — Nations, the like thirgs are ſpoken. = 
As firſt, they are faid to befathers and friends of the © 
peoplethar worſhipped them. Thus the people of Moab 


— —_—__. 


WT Jt _— who worſhipped Chemoſh,are ſtiled the people of Che. 


10ſh. When Iudahjoyned himlelfe in marriage with | * | 
Mal.:.11, Idolarers,God faith of him, He hath taken the daughter 


DF af of a itrange God: And elſewhere when God chargeth © 


= DN 


his people with Idolatry, theindictment runnes thus:  * 


2+ lc. 2.27, They fay toaſtocke, thou art my Father ; that is + © 


chou art my-God; as neare unto me as a Father to his | 


9; Children; 


Secondly all their proſperity was ſaid tocome from 


their gods ſuppoſedly preſent among thern, and pro- 
lulg: 11: pitious to them. 1/ilt thow not poſſeſſe that which _ | 
Chemoſh thy god gives thee topoſſeſſe 2 ſayd Fepthah | * 
tothe King of Ammon , who rooke Chemofh for his - : 
God. 
Thirdly , their ſafety, their vidories are everat- | 
tributed to their gods whom they tooke tobe among |: | 
 Tudg. 16, themz0ur God hath delivered into our handi(Sampſon) © c 
*4 our enemy. And the attempts againſt the Heathen, _ 
are ſaid ro be made againſt their gods-as in 1/aiah 46. * - 
2. where there 18 a propheſie of the caking of Babylon - : 
by Cyres , it is thus expreſſed , Bell boweth downe, © , 
Nebo ſtoopeth,&c. Their gods are gone into captivity. | _ 
Soin2. King. 18. 34. Rabſhakey vants that, in hw » 
mY Maſters name,Where are the gods of Hamath,and of Ar- © ;, 
- pad,&c. Andiris obſerved as an ordinary practiſe of * , 
=, the Romans, that when they came to beſiege any Ci- 
| [| ry, they would firſt intreate che gods of that City to © 
! leave the protection of ir, and come over to them : P 
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before the Commons houſe of Parttament. 17 


as who ſhould fay, leave you off their proteQion, and The (tur , : 
© thenler us alone withthem: Sothen, the ſamme of j7ve 7?” 18 
® all this put together, amounts to thus much, that —— ! 
7 Gods preſence in his Covenant with any people implyes 
* thatthey are dearly beloved of him, that hee works at/ 
their works for them, and ſhields and defends them 2- 
g4inſt all their enennes. | 
* 1 comenowtothe Appiication of it, wherein (be- 
= cauſe 1 chiefly intend the nexc poynr, the Cond:tion of 
Gods preſence) 1 will briefly make two or three Colle- 
tions onely,which I conceive may be moſt ſeaſonable 
and farable to your ofhce, and to the occalionof your 
meeting here chis day. 
Fi1{t,is 1t ſo,that the glory and happineſſe of a nation 776 1,for þ 
ſtands in the preſence of God 1n his Covenant : Then, I ——_ iy F 
humbly pray you all to take notice, what are the grea» — 
: reſtevils, and who arethe moſt deſperate Traytours, Trayt>r% 
= againſt the King, Church, and State of Emcland at 
© this day. I doubt not bur you have a multitude of 
complaints of Grievances preſented to the Parliament 
> Houſe : all (atleaſt pretended to bee) contrarie rothe 
> welfare of the State : give mee leave to pur up one 
Great One, andto informe you who bee the Authors 
= of the greateſt Grievances, and Evils that can pol- 
- libly beride the Kingdome of England, even they that 
-- would rob us of our God. Solomon faith, 4 man that mw 
: has Father, and chaſeth away bis mother, isa miſerable 
-- wretch, And I know, if evidence ſhould bee bronghe 
- into this Honourable Aſſembly againſt any one that 
> haddeprived the King af a Szbje@, you would think 
- him worthy of ſevere puniſhment. Bur higher, if you 
( ſhould light upon one, that ſhould endeyour ro de- 
- prive the King and Kingdome of a wile Connſellowr, 
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_— _ 
! 2 = and States man, in the mulricude whereof 1s the /afetie 'S 
| gn hay of the Kingdome. Bur higher yer, if anyſhould bee © 
' pmefſe found that had lift up his hand againſt his Majeſty, the _ 
—- Lords ancynted, who 15 the breath of our noſtrils, if 
any ſuch ſhould bee diſcovered, would younot fay of 
:Sam.25. them, as ſhe ſaid to David, Let the ſoxle of my Lord bee 
25* bonnd up in the bundle of life, and{:t the Lord ſling the 
ſonles of his enemies as out of the midale of aſling ? yea 
would noteverie true hearted ſubjeCtin the Kingdome 
fay thus alſo? Obut (Hon- urableand Beloved) they 
that would rob us of the g/orie of our King and King- 


dome, that wou!d take away all our happireſſe, and 


A Sermon preached at a Faſt 


£71 prote&ion, and proſperitie, that would leave us naked 
Pe5: þ ro our ſhame, that wee ſhould become a ſtorne and 
"A ſpoyle, they are-not worſe than any of the former ? 
bo: HRefti.f+ You will ſay, Who is hee ? and where is hee that dare. 
My | preſume in his heart to doe ſo? (I pray (tay for a full 


anſwer till rhe next poynt touching. the Condition of 
enjoying God bee unfolded: inthe meane rime) rake 
this in part : I pray God there bee none (uch met this 
day to faſt and pray before the Lord. Everie ſonne of 
Belial, evenie one that 15a Rebell againſt God, everie 
one that works wickednefſe, 1s that wicked Haman. 
that ſels Heſter, and all her people rodeſtruftion. If 
there bee any ſuch here, you will give me leave (being 
Gods Miniſter, and your. Servant) to diſcharge my 
Ofhce faithfully. Should there. bee but one ſuch}, 1 
lay, among you thatare called together to bee rhe Re-. 
airers of the breaches, tofach a one let methus ſpeak ; 
It thou bee found to bee the Achar, that keepes God © 
from going out with our armies ; the Tones, that art rea- 
dy tocaſt away the ſhip, ſo that there is no hope of 
our ſafctie till thou be caſt our; if thy conſcience accuſe | 
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| thee that thou art a child of Belial, an (dolater,a ſupe r= *Yſeof 


feat among us,or give the ſword a Commillion againſt 


: will ſtay no longer. in England: Wee ſhall then beea te..;. xc 


before the Commons houſe of Parhament. 
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ſtitious perſon, a prophane Eſax - lay this cloſe to thy _— |S 


heart, how miſerable and wretched a man thou art, pmege- | 
that nor only adyentureſt thine own ſoule co moſt cer= TT 
taine ruine in oppoſing the Lord, bur, as another 
SyUa, thou pluckeſt our thy fathers purple haire, and 
depriveſt the Kingdome of the g/orie of it : ſothar 1t 
may be written upon thy Grave-ſtone, This man was 
the ruine of his King and Countrey. 

And for the Lords ſake (Honourable and Beloved) | 
take it to heart, and lay 1t up with you, thatif Gods { 
preſence bee our glorie, then thoſe that would rob ws of | 
it are our greateſt exemies. Thinkeof them all, as hee 
(upon leſſe ground) ſaid of the Children of Dar. Tor 
have taken away my G od, and what have I more» ; 

Andſecondly, let mee beſeech you all in this your 7/8 
great Nationall Councell, and Aſſembly, to take ſeri- cher hap -! 
ouſly 1intoyour thoughts what may be the beſt way of Ro » | 
lengthening out our tranquillitie. Beloved, all the Na- how io 
tions in Chriſtendome have beene in grievous perplexi- lengthen? 
ties many yeares round about us : wee have beene hi- ge 4 
therto kept as another Land of Goſhen, where light TY 
hath (til (hined, when all others have beene in dark- 
nefſe. And I know the hearts of ſome of you have ſadly 


expected when God ſhould come and erect his 1#/ſtice 


us: now you are met for this verie thing, to provide | 
tor our weltare : for the Lords ſake take care to keepe | 
him with us : if hee goe, all goes : wecannever light T-3 
our Candle, if this Sunne bee ſet : wee (hall never fill »..4 
our Buckets, if this Fountaine bee ſhur up. All your ' 
counſels and adviſing will bee nothing, if God ſay, 7 'F3 
(Y-5.7 


4 c. 
CY 
o 
8 
Bones 
\ % — 
| 
z 
a» 
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q' 3 "/* 9 fpoyletoany enemy ;a few unarmed men will' bee too 
! cher hap Bard for us all. : 
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| pmeſe Itis recorded of the Palladiam m Troy, that while 3 


——= that Image remained there, th= City was impregnable, 
and that till the Greeks lighted on that ſtratagem to 
ſteale that Idoll away , they could never winne the 
Ciry. Whatever fancy there was in that, you know 
how much 1t concernes ns to keeep our Gop 
with ns 5; let your maine care be to fixe and 
ſetrle him therefore among us, and then wee are 

_ fafe 2 if you let him goe, weare an undone people; 

z Vic ® Thirdly, if Godr preſencein his Covenant bee the 

ches hap- elory and ſafety of a people ; rhen may all of you, 

pricfle. A nndertaking any ſervice forGop, and his Glory, 

[ras moſt comfortably and fecnrely reſt on God to de- 

in any un fendand proted& you againlt all dangers. Ir is no que-  \ 

Senemutg ftton bur your enemies are mighty, malicious, and _ 5 

' cunning ;_ andir may bee they are digging as deepe 
as Hell for Counſel] ro doe you milchiefe in this _ » 
yreat Way and warke that you are in. But while you _ | 
arewithGod, God will bewith you. Arenot five 

| 


« % 
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Sparrowes /old for a Farthing , faith our Saviour: 
Are not you more worth than all the Sparrowes in 
, the World? areyou notin Geds Worke? AsCa- | 
3. leb (aid, The Lord is with us, fearenot them, They - / 
ſhall all be bread for 8. Goe on boldly, uſe whatpro- - / 
Prov. 18. Vidence youcanto prevent dangers,but comfortably 
:© remember, that the Name of the Lordis a ſtrong Tower, * 


Num, ! 


E/4 39.7- Twill conclude this with a ſtory of Luther, which he © * 
'* tells ofa Biſhop of Magdenbure, A Duke of Saxony 
; prepared warre againſthim : the Biſhop bearing of ir, * 
falls co praying, reforming of his Church, and _ | 
[ ng a 
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| 
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g | Ezpoſ. in the riebteows runne to it, and are  ſafa 
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= ding what was amifſe. Oneof the Dukes ſpies then 7% conz; 
$5 * . * C "T 
© in that City, when he ſaw him make no preparation for pan. 


© defence,came and aſked him, if he did nor heare what rar bop: 
' the Duke was preparing againſt him? Yes,faith he, Þ'"/*- 
doe; but Fgo curabo Eceleſtam meam , & dews pro me > 
pugnabit. I muſt looke to my worke, and the defence 
of me belongs to God; which when the Duke heard. 
* hediſbanded his forces, and acknowledged that hee 
' ſhould proue too weak rodeale with that man that in- 
gaged God in the quarrell againſt him. So follow you 
on the work, be yee for the Lord,and comfortably reſt 
your ſelves under Gods wing, to proſper and protect 
you. So much for their preſenr happineſſe. The 7 ord is 
With you. 
I proceed now to the ſecond part,the condition upon The (:. 
which this happineſſe 1s to be enjoyed : for God is with cond par: 
you.while you are with him. This Adverb while implyes whe ble. 
Firſt, the duration of time, howlong God will be with ©; T_ 
you,lo lono a5 JON Are with God (0 lone and 0 longer, Ng that 
for ſoir is uſed in the very next words of the texe , ;f "fe" 
ye ſeek bim,he will ve found of yourbut if yee forſake him, ? Chon. | 
© he wil forſake you.SO David (arth to 8olowen,know thou 
the Goa of thy fathers,and ſerve him with aperfed heart 
and with a willing mma: if thou ſeeke him, hee will bee 
| foundof theerbnt if thox for/ake h119, be will caſt thee off 
for ever. | 
Secondly , While lignifieth likewiſe the Deerce 
and meaſure of Gods preſence. This is the beame 
by which G OD weighes out his preſence. the 
* Standard whereby he meaſures it ; that is in whar 
© degreepeoplearewithGod, in that degreeheis wich 
them, Ifrhey bee with God in outward for walitio, 
only,Gcod will be with Th m outward bleſſing; on] p2 
: 3 If 


2 h 4 = 
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UN 20 if they be with Godinall things as 4mazieh was, by 
enjojing .nOt with a perfect heart, God will be ſo with theme: ij 
bappineJſe they be with Godabſvlutelv & intirely as 7oſca,and Da. 
2: Chic vid,and Hezekiah,ec. were with God, God will beſy. 
_ 28.2, with they, fulfilling chat in J/ai. 26. that the woſt up. 
Verl,7. right Godballanceth ont the wayes of the juſt: he werehe: 
out their way,and gives them a jult proportiongaccor.” 
Verſ.26, ding to that inthe eighteenth Plalme, With the pure 
Godwillſhew himſelfe pure , and with the froward hu © 


will ſhew himelfe froward:that is, hee will deale with * | 
| 
| 


: 
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men as they deale with him. 

This is fully laid downe in Levit. 26. where God 
ſaith , if they walke humbly with him , hee will 
233 walke graciouſly to them: if they walke frowardly and ; 

7Y; ſtubbornly, and contrary to hin, hee will walke con- © 
lp! | trary to them : if they vexe him ſeventimes, hee will © 
E789) vexe them ſeyen times.So in the ſeven Churches, when 
"I ſome ofthem had a few things for God , God would +1 
be with them in « few things. If they will have ſome © 
thing contrary ro God 5 he will ever have ſomething 8 
ag4inſt them:and as their wayesaretohim,fothe molt |: | 
High God will weaſere oxt himſelte ro them; and that 

is the DoFrine that Lam to handle,viz. + 
2 Doll, God will beewith his people to bee their glory , their - 
portion 4 proſperity , and protedt 10n, juſt 45 they F ; 
are with him. 3 

| Before I proceed further with this poynt,give mee 
leave by way of Caution to remove two or three > 
ſtumbling bleckes, whech lye in the way of many: 


—__ _ 
a—« w- 


men. : | ; 
A Cleergl Firſt, when you heare,, that God will bee with his | 


by a three people 4s they arewith God, take heed youunderſtand 


0 fold Cau- jr not as ſome, who ({ that they may ſer up the rotten 
Wil 0s 


| Dagon ; 
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Dagon of mans free will, above the Arke of Gods free The cordl- 
7 2race) doe aſe out -f fach conditional] Scriptures, to enjoying 
** argue, thar God hathan antecedent,mderermined,un- bappineſ*- | 
© certaine, ſuſpended purpoſe of doing good to a peo —— | 
© ple, which1s moved, changed, or derermined, accor- 

** ding tothe ebbings and flawings of their carriage to- 
> wards him, 

'* Afﬀew words may ſervein this Aſſembly: theſe co»- 
© ditions ſhew not the moving caſe of Gods preſence, 
© bur deſcribe the $»bje& or People with whom hee is ; 

- preſent : the hand of the Diall makes not the Clock + 
© rogoe, but ſhewes how it doth goe. Theſe Conditi- 
= ons quicken us to our datie, and. tell us upon whar 

 termes. we muſt look for God to be with ws, but he him- 

* ſelfe isnot thereby limited, bur ſtill at libertie ro work 

* inus the Condition which himſelfe requireth of us : 
: Gods love of Friend{bip ( which 1s his manifeſting 

2 himſelfe in his Covenant) we cannot expect, except we q 

= be with him; bur no Law is hereby laid vpon his bene- # 

| placitum, his free favor, whereby he worky both the w1ll 

2 and the deed, and cauſeth his people to walke in his 

=? wayes. Cod gives conditions. to us, but takes none 
= from us. 
> Secondly, muchleſſe neede wee ſticke at the gloſſe 

= of the Papiſts, who our of ſuch conditionall Scrip- 
> tures uſeroargue our performance of the condition, 
© ſormally to. merit Gods gracious preſence, and fo they 
> willhave itro bee rendred by him, not as a merciful! 
* giver, .butasa juft Judge, The Scriptureis plaine ro 

> the contrarie z our merit 15 nothing but Gods mercie : 

1 Weegrant indeed Gods preſence ro his people is a re- 

2 wardof their obedience; but itisa reward not of j(1. 

> ftice, but of mercie. So laith the Prophet David, Thou 

'£ 0 Lord 
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The c _ *0Lord art merciſull, for ' thou rewardeft men acrording 
exjojing 10 their works, 

boppiregſe Thirdly, nor yet muſt wee thinke, that. when this 3 
* 171 6, Condition iSTequired of a Nation, that it is ſ© limi. 
9 12, fed, that unleſſe the univerſalitie of the people ſtall 7 
A performe ir, the reſt cannot expet Gods ell 4 
with chem: for that was never done, no not in Ds | by 
Al vids, nor in Solomons time. Butit is chiefly meant 
of rhe Princes, Ruters, Miniſters, and the face of cho 7 
people z whoſe wayes ( whether good orbad, inre. 


gard of Gods nationall proceeding with them) aree. © 


+. 


* 
f 
5 


a} ver interpreted to bee the wayes of the whole body, © 

2259 Theſe blocks removed, I returne to the Leſſon, viz, 
3:28 That God is with his people while they are with him, in " 
Es * the ſenſe before given. For the making this more pro«7; 
524 fi table, I ſhall endevour, t 
ans © 2 further Firſt, ro ſhew you what in the Scripture langmoeff 't 
=, GXPiica- 34.6 
Et red by che MME being of a people with God doth imply. 35 


. refolving Secondly, ro make application of it to our ſelyes. 
; dion Jue- Firſt, what 1s itfor a people to be with God. 
- 00%) I muſt ſhew firſt Negatively, what it1s not.Second[ 7, 
:  Whatiris Poſitively, what itis. Firſt, Negatively, itisnot bare. ” 
N "o v:© 2 ly tobeare Gods Name, and to bee called his people; = 
\ 


withG 


' - 4/wx. Itisnor meerely to draw neare tohim m the externall * 
4 * Negative performance of certaine duties : 1t js not to hang down © D : 
) . Jiics. the head like aBulraſh for a day, though in faſting and 
| prayer: Itisnotto bring thouſands of Rex, and ten | 
Micah 6. thouſand rivers of Ole before God. Yon know many, © 


; j '' and many peo le have done all theſe things, — 
, hath proteſted, they were not with him, nor bee with bo 
2Af;rma them: : 0 


tively :t 


I | ' imports; Secondly, poſi tively and affirmatively what it is. 
th1gs. It implyes theſe three things. ql L 
Firſt. 
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- Firſt z £O be a holy people , 2 Teſhurun, a righteous 
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= which the Scripture alwayes meaneih, when it ſpeaks 
> apeople tobe with God,that they muſt be a holy people, 
> ſeparated from all iniquity unto God, as was clearely 
and largely opened in the morning. Read over all the 
= booke of God, andyou ſhall never find thata people 
are ſaidro come home toGod, bur when they pur a- 
= way all their abhominations, threw away all their 
= luſts and Idols 20 the Moles and to the Bats, loathing 
"© 7be valley, every one mourning for their owne iniqui- 
ties, fully detcrmining and reſolving never to return 
—rothemany more. And indeed if this be not done,ir 
=15.1mpoſlible for a people to. be with God, or toendure 
2Gcd robe with them : For Godis a devouring fire to 
wicked men; and all wicked men tohim are as $traw, 
Hay, Stubble, and IWaxe, which the nearer they are 
Zbroughrt ro the fre, the. ſooner they: are devoured, 
Therefore you ſha!l read that the nearer wicked men 


x0 
their miſery. And for my.owne part I queſtion not 
+Þur if an ungodly man ſhauld bee lifted up into, Hea- 
en, where God molt, manifeſtech himſelfein glory,he 
\» ould there be molt miſerable. Clemens Alexandrinys 
Apeaksofa Temple, : upon which was written, No un- 
"Þ$oly thing muſt come neare this place. This is Gods very 
Auoſcription. Heb; 1.12. Thou art of purer eger than to be» 


$<1devillandcanſt not lookon iniquity... |) 
_- ””W * _.. Looke 


ve at any time beene brought croGod, the greater: 


The condi» ; 

. rriont © & * 
Nation, tobethoſe tnar undertake the connter-part ne 4 

of the Covenant, thatas G« d makes hiniſclfe over b-ppireſſe 


® cobee their God, and their portion, lothey deliver ;7, 


'”P . 
—C_ 


bee 


= themſclves up to himas a people renewed and ſancti- an holy 


= fied, robecome hjs portion, Thar is a chiefe thing P70P'*. \ 
$4 _ 


and dergfting themſelves for them, being as the Doves in 10ai. 2 
Hol 14. 
+ Exc.7q.16. 
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The con. Looke overall the Epiſtles in the new Teſtament, #7 
hs we , and you ſhall find, that however the externall profeſſ. 
af X ; > a. 
kappineye On of Chriſtianity admirs men ro the external privi. 7 
—— ledges of Gods preſence, yet unleſſe they be-inwardly 27 

renewed and ſantified, there is no being nightoGod, > 

Tants 4. 3. Draw nigh to God,and he will drawnigh t 

you - Cleanſe your hands yee finners, axed purge your | 

heart s,e'e. 7 

This is moſt cleare in that great worke of man. © 

Redemption by Jeſas Chriſt : when God had created 7 | 

man holy and righreons, God delighted to bee nigh © 

unto him : but ſO ſoonea$ iniquity was found in him, *, 

there was a wall of ſeparation built, anda gulfe made, 

thar never conld bee filled op, till the Lord Jef” , 

Chriſt by his infinite ſufferings did it : And wha, 

char worke is done by Chriſt, che Lord will not com © 

tmmicate his Chriſt to any ſbule in the World ,- but: 

h rheſt abſolute terrues, (and God hath ſwornthat”* , 

ir ſhalſbeſo) that ſoſGont as he Harh delivered them, ©? |, 

arid brotght therh neare tohimſelfe, in calling them? , 

ro participate thar Redemprion, they ſhowld ſerv 

Ciks, Wim TH botineſſe and yiehttonſneſſe aff the ayer of thett 

fe. This is rhe firſt thing, they maft bee a huh © |, 


prople. F 
\ To bee Secondly ,.xp be with God, isr0 be true worſhipper: + 
true wor- Of Sine aint ing the purity of his Ordinances from? ,, 
Sipperrof FAoJarty mdStperfſtition; This is abundantly proved © 
ouricy, Hoſe 11. 12: Ephraim ( fairh the Lord) compaſſeth * 
2e, One-wottd have MOOgNE that F phraim was neat. 

ro God, when he compaſſed him : but ſaith God, He 
tompaſſerh me with kes, What is that? with Idolatry, 
tor it 1s aſbally expreſſed in rhe Old Teſtament, that. 
Idols are /ies,and Hzes are put for Idols:avin 1/a. 49.20. 
hi 
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It there not a lie in wy right hand? Thus Fpbrain Thc ebxd® ; 7 
(chat is the cen Tribes ) compaſſeth mee, Gith the | ord, eo "_ 
= but Indeh rewaines faithiull with God, therefore hee hyprige | Fo 
rY ruleth with the $aints, What was Indahs faithfulnes? —————— | 
* it was her keeping of che marriage Covenant with | 
> more care; when in Heze&#ahs time(to which the Pro- | 
> phegreferrech) Religion wazreformed and advanced, 
* then Indah was faithſyll with God, For the more full 
: underſtanftng of this ferond branch, let me commend 
* one obſervation ro you concerning all the Kings of 7/- 
q racland Indeh after Solomon: time yz the Scripture ſers | 
3 downe acharatter of eyerie one of cher, thatall che 8 
-- world might know whar judgment God had of them. i 
> You ſhall fd char of all che Kings of 7/-ae! (though f 
> there were ſome very brave men, yet) there is not one _ | 
: of chem tharGod acknowledged to have walked with 
' him, becauſethey were all teroboamiter, worthippers | 
| ons gen rigg ang And when hee ſpeakes of any | 
© King of Fedah , hee ever ſingles out one thing as the * | 
> chiefe matter of his commendation ; and that is, how 
” heeſtoold affected in point of Religion : 9uch 4 aan 
war wright with God : the meaning is, all his dayes CEL 
© be maintained Godt worfpip. And letlet mee tell you a 
= ſome of their moralities were no better than they in x 
©: ſhouldbe. L#ſain the Text was acholerick paſſionare 
> man, and <oyetous in his old age, and many other 
> weakneſſes were found in him ;z yet becauſe hee went 
+thorowitch in the reformation of Religion, A/a's 
© heart was ſaid to bee wpright with God all bis dayer. 
> With thisGod ufeth tocover all their infirmitics as 


- with a yeile, 
; of the good Kings did but halt in this 


> BEutifa 
: port, God hath leftit nponrecord, as a blot upon 
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ofa age their honours, therefare are they blamed, if{ through 7 
a their defaglt)the high places were not taken away,thogh s 
bappinee the Idolls ſerup in thoſe places were removed. And in” 
_— thenew Teſtament, throughout all the time of Anti. 
chriſts apoſtaſte, the true Charch of Chrift, that walked * 
with him aright, are deſcribed by this Chara&er, that 
Rev, 14.4 they are a virgin company,mot defiled with women;that 
15,they were never guilty of the ſpirituall pollutions of 
that Apoſtaticall Charch of Rowe. This was to bee with 
the Lamb, and te follow him whereſdever he goeth. That 
is the ſecond, to keepe cloſe ro God in his worſhip, 


Thirdly, to bewith God, 1s to be on Gods ſede;to be . 


3 Tobe a , . 
on Gods CNgagad in Gods cauſe , roappeare in' thoſe things . 


—Þþ | Fx inll wherein God looks that all his friendsſhould ſtand for 
i Exod ;, him. When the Levites would know neither Father 
'S 26 10r mother, butſlayevery man his brother,or compani- 
on, Or neighbour, that they might avenge Gods quar- 
oy. rell; this was tobe on Gods frde. When Elzas was zee 
_ lows-for God, at a time wherein all the kingdome (as 
| he thought ). played the Apoſtates : when Phinehs 
| goes. with his Iavelin, and executes vengeance on 
Num. 2 5,'Zimriand Corbi, when men ſtand in the gap $ when - 


| | 
; 4 Ezek, 22., (1n 4 word)a people are far God and his cauſe, as 7e 


©. * aKing.g 


Ft , Crd” boſbaphat (aid hee was for Ahab, I am 4s thou art, - 
\ Wo 18.2, and my people as thy people : My horſes as. thy hor- - 
8 ſes, and my Chariots as thy Chariots, this 1s to bee 
% . withG od. | tt gol 

'M And indeed,if this be wanting,people cannot be in- 


--: 53% terprered ro bee with God, becauſe God is not acknow- 
- bl ledged in his due place,  unlefle they be for him with 
be all their hearts, and with all their ſole, - and. 
a]l rheir ſtrength , when tie hath moſt need of them, * 

If a woman will doe many things for her husband, - 

ye. 
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T he condi- 
tron of 
enjoying {| 


bappineſſe, \ 


be with God. | 

So now you have the meaning of the Condition of 
enjoying God, while yee are with him © Its, 

1 Tobereconciled to God, and to walk with him 
as an holy people. 

2. Focontinue with him 1n the pwrity of his worſhip. 

3 Toſftand by him iz everie cauſe, Which doth con- 
cerne his glorie, 

The deductions which might flow from this Do- 
ctrine for our uſe are many ;z Iſhall confine my ſelfe to 
eheſe rwo, as being moſt ſurable and ſeaſonable tothe 
rime, and your work. 

Firſt, matter of Humiliation, and mourning before 
God for time paſt, | 

Second]y, matter of Dxtie, for time tocome. 1.7 

For rhe firſt, Honourable and Beloved, you, ſtand 'Jſc 1. of | 
this day before the Lord to afflict your ſoules and £29 nm 


| | poynt, | by 
(rhough you be the' choſen men of your Tribes, which "| = 
[! 


Hifred up above your brethren ) yet you are now 2 Vie of 

called, not onely to bemoane y« ur owne iniquicies, {72 
» bur to beare the iniquitie of the whole Kingdome, 

And (mee thinkes) Ilooke upon you, as upon the 4 
: Propher Bzckzel, when he was to beare the iniquitie of E-ck 4. | y 
: thehouſe of 7/rae/ and Judah, hee was to lye-npon i - 
his ſhde, and to eat his bread made of Wheat. 
| and Barley, and Beanes, Lentiles, and Fitches,miſcrable 
=o E 3 coarſe 


wa? #4 /99% 


of coarſe bread, and baked with the dung of mn, and ts 
pune. Arinkealitile water for many dayes together. How © 
; — —- fad andheavie che Prophets ſpirit muſt needs be, when © 
hee was thus tobearc fach a barchen, ts caſte rojudee; | 

Such a (emper of [piric would this day well become 
you. And now could | bar ſpeak to you from the Lord © ? 
how (ad chings there are again(t F «g/und,in this point ©,* 
of not being with God, could you with patience and 
graceheare mee; and wonld the Lord aie&t my heart * 
and yours inhandimg and hearing of racm, welhould © * 
make this place a Bochiav, a place of weepers, the (tou 
teſt heart would be as Queene H«zzzh, and ber Later, 
x7 when they went mto caprivitie, tebering 0# their 
Fant 1 1 breaſts , and mourning as Doves, yea howling atrer 

| the manner of Dragons. Could I, as ina murrour, ſet 

before your eyes, haw infinitely farre off the body © 
of this Kingdome is from being with the Lord, we 
ſhoald erthar the Lord harch not wholly forſa-  ' 
kenuslongagone ; and that in ftead of enjoymg thus © * 
libertie of pleading with God for our lives, for our | © 
Prince and Countrey, and tor whatſoeveras precious” ' 


Nahum, 2 


"28! to 115, wee are notleft like unto Sodom, and made like f | 
Iu mmto Gomorrah. Take a view of all the three particu-* © 
FR lars mentioned in the point. z 


| Becauſe Firſt, are wee as holy people ? (1 am now pleading * © 
MF} —— Gods cauſe, and though a poore unworthy man, | | © 
9 ! toypre- ſtandberwixt Godand aKingdome) 1 aske againe, : © 
3 | pl. Are wee «n holy people * Are onrPrinces, our Rulers, ® * 
y our Magiſtrates, our Miniſters, and the body of the * !! 
leholy * Doe wee walke according to therules © 
8 of Chriſtianitie;the ſumme whereof for the pratticall > 
3 | partis layd downe inche ten Commandements, and Ba 
thoſeexpoſitions that our Lord gives of them? Doe '" 


 t- 
"aritament. 31 | 


2 - ————— CC — 
' we walke thus? I know there isno man here ſo igno- © ew | 
| rant as roimagine that wee doe. Alas! the Prophets bs $ © 
27 ſpeech too well befits us : 4h ! ſrnfall Nation, apeo- — — 
* ple leden with miquity , aſeed of evitf doers , Children is. 1 
'* that are corrupters - The whole bead is fecke, the whole 
'* beart is faint : from the ſole of the foot, even to the head, 
* there is noſonndneſſe in it, but wounds, and bruiſcr, and | 
© putrified ſores. £gypt was never more beſpread with 
> Locuſts and Frogyes, than our Kingdotn is with hor- 
7 rible prophanenefſe, uncleannefle, J—_— deceir, 
* and whatſoeveris a ſtench inthe Lords noſtrills. The 
; generalitie of people weartng indeed the, Lords Live- 
: ry, ( being Chriftened) and doing the Devills work all 
; the yeare long. Nay,ts chere any thing this day ſo ha- 
* red as holineſſe ? have we not gotten terrmes to coffe 
** downeall goodneſſe?rs not almoſt every man who will 
nor ſweare and be dremke, and be deboyſt as a Tarke, 
or worſe, cryed downe with the odious name of a 
2 Puritan ? Thatas Ambroſe nnd of Palimys, 2 your 
» Noblemanot Rome,ar whom when he was covered 
> co Ghriſt,and lefrithe worlds glory, to carry Chriits 
3 Crofee, there was more wondrmg than if a Mule had 
{ caſta Foale. And as Zeele faid of the ancient Frir aine, 
> immediately before their deſtrution by the Saxoxc, 
: thar they were come to rhat height of wickedneſle, as 
| fo calt Odizm in Religionts proſeſſares 4a qnam in ad- 
: verſarivr Codknowes many thouſands are guilty of 
| the men this Land, this day the'meafarcofonr 
= miquity ſeemes tobe more than filf. © that our hearts 
> could thisday bleed forit!. 


$4 


* 


z Secondly , fee what wonderfult cauſe wee have ro * Not (Þ 
"beabaſed forall the injory the Land frands guilty of, .,.. m:, | F: | 
1m abufing God in the poynt ofhis #orfþip , which is « of i 3 


3 the worſh'e. 
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, , the defiling of the marriage bed betwixt God and hig 
px, people. Gog hath vilited all the reformed Churches, 
—--— brought moſt of thern almoſt conothing : yer, paſſe 0. # 
ver and (ce, . whethcr ever any of them have provoked 3 
te Lord in this kind ſ' much as we have done. Let 3 
Mme name foure or {:ve things,. too much. practiſed, 
2nd t00 lictle lamented ; God in mercy ctiect our Þ 
hearts with them this day, is 
Fnit,che Arucles otour faith,the depofit uw,the good 7; 
thing committed tO us, which weereceived trom our 
fore Fathers z and ſhou'd cranſmitentire to our poſte- 
rity : oh the miſerable detection that wee have made 
trom Gd; adulcerating thereof ! Tall me, . beloved, 


0918 what one poynt, what one Article of Faith concrover» : 
T« 


red betwixt us and the Church of Rome is there , that © 
our Pulpits, and Prefies,and Univerlity Acts have not 7 
beene bold withall ? as if we were weary of the Tyurh 
which God hath commirted to us ; as it indeed, for © 
our not receiving the truthin loye, God were giving 
the Nation up tebelieve lies. | 
Secondly, let meinſtance in the Lords Day; ; a day, 
GE fi which isaſigpe berwixt God and his people. that He? 
rt is ther, Gag that /« Urn ems Thar,as Idoll-wor.'$ 
o RI ippers are knownby keeping holidays'totheir gods. 
x ſo Gods peeple are knowne. to be his people,by obſer« 
ving of lis Holy day. RD LE 2:1 oli. 
"4/18 It is moſt true z that our ancient Doctrine eſtabli-% ' 
wi ſhed, is [ver inchis poyntchan can bee found.,in moſt'F. 
0 of the Churches; od rene Lawes wehave for the 
"i backing of it: but believe there hath not beenein all 
" the Chriſtian World ſuch high affronts offered tothe 
Lords day, as of latehath beene in England, and ( Lam” 
# conhdepr)they all lie inthe Deck qharged,as the lin of. 
| | | 1,4 
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he Nation, till by ſome | nm AR, thcfourth 1 7 


the [7 ond 
ommandement bee reſtored to its due placeand ,,;z." 


Z$10nour. | 
Thirdly , goe to another branch, the point. of 


reaching the Word, | he preaching of the Word 1s 
"Fic Sceprer of Chriſts Kingdome , the glory of a Na- 
Fon, the Charzor upon which life & (alvation comes 
icing : ſuch a treaſure as that any wile Merchant 
*Fcould {cll all to buy the field wherein this treaſure 
AIvcs. O that God would humble England for the 
*$rcat abuſe of this invaluable mercy! What litle care 
*Hath the State in general taken to provide that Chriſt 
>Þnioht ride in Triumph upon his whereboyſe 2 that the 
*AVord of God might ſpread into every corner of 
"thc Land * But, oh the cruelty that hath beene ofte- 


cd to many poore Congregations , in taking away 
2c bread of Lite from their mouthes, without any 
Pity ! as it the ſtarving and murthering of ſoules, for 
2 hich Icſus Chriſt ſhed his bloud, were a matter of 
Do moment. Andoh the ſpoile, and havocke that 
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ath beene made among many faithfull and pain- 
ill Miniſters, for ſuch trifles as will not endure 
"yall inthe Day of the Lords appearing £ Could 
*W-cc a5 in 4 mirrour , behold the great guilt wee 
"We under tor theſe things, and apprehend what 
great wrath is kindled againſt the Kingdome tor 
Mom, how would our hearts tremble before God 
js day * 
2 Yourthly, but above all,the extream daring,bold 
| @udaciouſneſle of a generation of men,that have ad- 
[{Fentured as muchas in them lyes, to corrupt Gods 
orſhip, that not onely rejoyce to ſee the Idola- 
y, and Superſtition of Kome practiſed by others, 
F but 
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but have dared to {ct their threſholds by Gods brefbod, 
and to dreſſe out 'all Gods worſhip , according to 
their own fancies, things too apparent to need: any 
further proofe. 

It may be ſome may think,this 15 no great matter, 
and much complaint need not be made againſt it: a 
few diſtinctions will ſalve all that is done to quit it 
from Idolatry and Superſtition. But as Lodovicus 
Prees {aith of the Papiſts in his dayes, that for ought 
he ſaw, they ( incfte) gavethe ſame reverence to 
their Saints, which the Pagans 1d to their 90ds:S0o I 
may truly ſay of theſe men, (that notwithſtand: ng 
all their diſtintions) little difference isto be found 
bertwixt their practice, and the ſuperſtitions and 1- 
dolatries of the Church of Rome, 

Will ſome ſay,lctit be granted that men have bin 
toblame, (as Joubtleſſe multitudes have been too 
bold) in this kind, yet God forbid, that wee ſhould 


judge lo far, as to make them as odious to God, as | 


R they WW —_ the bringers of Gods wrath uponthe 
Nation, as ifthey were as bad as whoremongers, 
or blaſphewers, or that we ſhould offer to compare 


them with the groilc L Olaters of the Church of 


Rome: God forbid ſuch a ſtaine ſhould be caſt upon 
them. Thus ſome mcn draw a fine veile over theſe 
foulc enormities. 

Good Lord, that the glorious light of the Go- 
ſpell in c1ghty two yeers ſhould not take aw ay this 
flene from the cyes of men ! Judge you the caſe, you 
that are Husbands, you that have a ſpirit of jelouſie, 
bee yee Arbitratours betweene the Lord and this 
Generation:aud ſay, if a wanton look int your owne 
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wite, ita whoriſh dretle, itthe giving,or receiving of 
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love tokens, if the leaſt degrees 0 of dalliance would 1 7 | 
not render your owne wite more abominable to 0 W 
you,than the knowne tornication,or adultery of any ——— ir 
other woman whatſoever 2 Doe you not know that - 

the Church of Chriſt is his Spoule 2 Doe you not 

know that God is more eaſily provoked bya people Ex* 33-5; 
among whom he walks, than by any other pcople 
whatſoever 2 I belceech you lay theſe things to 
heart. 

And let the remembrance of this day, help you in 
it. This day eighty two yeares agone, the Lord ſcx |S 
up the Goſpel among us, and took us to be a nation 1 3 
in Covenant with him. Ohthe progreſle that ſome {3 
nations would have made ! The thanktulnefſe and 
fruitfulneſſe that ſome people would have attained 
to in lo long a time ! but that we ſhould grow worſe 
and worſe in point of Gods worſhip , that we — 
hanker after Idolatry,ind Superſtitiongand fall aw; 
worlc than any of our neighbours, that God h = 
viſited ſo ſeverely : what hall wee ſay, when God 
comes to reckon with us for theſe things 2 

Fittly, adde the horrible prophanation of the ho- 
ly Sacrament of the Lords Supper , the promilcuous 
multitude every where, not oncly allowed, but even NN 
compelled to the receiving of it : Mulritudes of 1 6 
whom , know not whether Chriſt were a man or a | 
woman, nor how many Gods there be, multitudes | 
wallowing i in all prophaneneſle and licentiouſneſle ; | 
yet if they proteſle that they be no Papiſts, almoſt I{ 
every where they are admitted to the polluting of ,. , , | 
theſe reverend Myſterics, as if wee would compell > ti = 
the Lord to depart away from us. aith God - | 

And then, it we ſhould take in the third branch of 25 *=zag4d, |} 
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1 Vieof ingaging our ſelves mn Gods cauſe , how little zeale is | 


the ſicond 


pornt. 


Ezra 9. 


CF 


there for God 2 The wrongs and cruelties that are 


- done to many , the teares of the aftiited , and op. 


preſſed ; and ſo few that will open their mouthes, 
or appeare to plead any cauſe waich G O D will 


owne , abundantly proclaimeth this. Verily, belo.. | 


ved, were youallas innocent as Ezra was of the 
Fac among the Jenes , of the wretchednefle of the 
people of Iſrael: It you did know what God looks 
for at your hands this day, you would rent the 
very Caule of your hearts before the Lord , and 


fit downe with": him aſtoniſhed , and refuſe to | 


be comforted ; and wonder that Gop hath not 
wholly left us , and delivered up our glory as a 
ſpoile, and ſeverely revenged the quarrell of his 
Covenant. 


But to come neerer yet, and bring it home in- 
to your owne boſomes ; what if you your ſelves | 
bee guiltic of theſe things £ You that are the flow- Þ| 
er of your Tribes , the chicfte of the Thouſands | 


of England , You that are, lifted up above your 
Brethren, whom God hath made the Head, and 
not the Taile of the places where you live, when 
Gop might have left you to be hewers of Wood, 
and drawers of water, And hee hath made ſome 
ot you Noblemen,ſfome Knights, and Gentlemen, 
and now called you to bee the Repairers of our 
breach, to heale and prevent our rune. Whatif 
you your ſelves have a chicf hand in theſe tranfgre(- 
ons: What if among you be found {wearers , cur- 
lers, adulterers, drunkards, haters of Gods wayes, 
{corners of his Children, and his Ordinances, men 


whogoc on inyour finfyll wayes , and reſolye ro 
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doe ſo: and becauſe. you are great, will therefore 1, Ve of 
be children of Belial, refuſtng to carry Gods yoke Jour 
what if any ſuch ſhould be here 2 The Lord of hea- —— 
yen forbid. But it there ſhould be any ſuch,I beſecch 
you think what a agor-mzzebib, what @ terrour | 
round about youthere will be, when God comes to | 
find you, and to reckon with you ! | 
Are you Come to Feſt , and Pray before the Lord > 
Doe you come to [tand betwixt God , and the Na- 
tion, when you wallow in ſuch wayes as Gop s 
ſoule abhorres 2 Doe you ſuch things as are Re- 
bellion againſt God, and pull downe his vengeance = 
on us 2? Doe you call this an acceptable Day 2 | 
Doe you thinke the Lord will accept of any ſer- M 
vice at your hands? Be aſhamed,and confounded,and j 
never riſe uptill God have broken your hearts, and 
[poken peace to you inthe-bloud-of -Chrift. -Ler 
dcepe humbling thoughts for theſe things, be now 
to your fouls as thoſe bitter Hearbs wherewith the 
Iſraelizes-of olde did carte the Pafſeover. But if 
you make nothing of all this, but will goc on carc. 
leflely, and walke contrary to Gov, G ov 
will walke contrary ty you , 'the Loxpy will 
not beewith you, This 1s the firſt uſe for Hwmilia. | 
1208. , | | 
Secondly , I adde but another of Exheriation, 2 V/*of || 
and I have done : (Tbefecch you pardonthe Liber: * t ſecond | 


ill 6) 6! - Y point. & 
| tie, which yourcall gives mee; Taverc unworthy £xhara- |! 


everto fpeake more , if I ſhould not now ſpeake tion cont- | - 
freely) Youſtand all this day before the L oxv, v,,f cs. 8 
and have beene. exerciſed 1n the Dutics of Faeft. 
ing, and Prayer: I beſeech you tell mee in Gods 
pretence (or rather anſwer Gov in your owne 
| F 3 ___ hearts) 
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z V7 hcaits) what was the thing you propounded tg 
your ſelves 2 was it to keepe a day for Formality 3 
m—— becaulc it is ow a reccivedthing in Ergiand , in the 
beginning of a Parliament to keep a Faſt ? Or was it, Þ 
thatby hanzing the head as a Bulrwſh tor a day, you 
might expliate your finnes with God, and take a new | 
Ticket to ſinne againe 2 As it was faid of Lewis.the | 
eleventh, that hee would kifle his Crecfix when hee 
had done evill, and then God and hee were friends, Þ 
and he might goe on in his old way againe. If ic be | 
to, expett a ſad reckoning tor this dayes work : you | 
deale with a God that will not be mocked by the | 
greateſt of you. 
You ſhall read in Ezek. 14. divers of the Elders | 
came to the Prophet to inquire of God, Theſe men, | 
faith God , have ſer up their Idolls in their hearts, and Þ 
they come to enquire of me: Tell them I will an- K 
Iwer them with a witneſle, 7 will [ct my face againſt | 
them, and wake them aſigne, and a Proverb. So I ſay 
from God to the greateſt of you, who brought your 
ſinnes in the morning,and purpolc to return to them 
in the evening, and keepe ſuch a ſolemne day only 


for a formality : and there an end, God will reckon 


with you for it. 


Butif you deſire indeed to meete God, and robe | 
with God, that God may be with yow , then weigh what 
I ſhall ſay from the Lord , and it it appeare to be his 
will, then (as you were taught in the morning) draw | 
It up into a Covenant ; Coyenant betwixt God and | 
your ſoules, come, and receive the Sacrament upon ! 
it, and lyc at Gods tcet to obtaine grace for pertor« | 
mance. My cxhortation ſhall be anſwerable co the * 
three branches of the Doctrine,  ..* - R 

ir 
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"Farlt, reſolve every one of you for his owne part 
to turne to God, to caſt out all your abominations, 
neverto turnto any of your wicked ways from this 
day forward. It may be this motion ſeemes harſh, 
and will not cafily down : (becauſe in our w etched 
dayes, as the Turks uſe to account all Fools to bee. 
Saints;ſo men with us account al Saints to be fools.) 
But this muſt be done: neceſſary things fal not un 'er 
deliberation. To live in hell you would not, to live 
with God you cannot:hard it will be to be damned; 
impoſſible it will be to be ſaved, unlefle with full 
purpoſe of heart youturn to God, an1 become new 
creatures. I mult ſay to YOu 24S the Prince of Orange 
ſ1id to his ſouldicrsat the battailc ors when 
they had the Sea on the one ſide , and the Spaniards 
on the other : It ({aith he) you will ive,you muſt ei- 
ther cat up theſc Spaniards.! or drink up his Sea : So 
muſt you, either conquer your lufts, eatup the Spa- 
n1ards., or darinke up the Sea, the deyour Ing Gulte of 
Gods wrath : and none of you know how ſoon this 
time may come, that will yee, nill yee, yee muſt be 
be brought heer to God, whois a devouring fire, ut- 
terly to conſume you, if you be Sram and Stwbble, or 
to glorifie you if you be Gold. | 

The Pagan King of NVznive ſaw this, that without 
turning every man from the wickedneſſe that was in hes 
own hands, there could not be hope of cfcaping the 
wrath of God. And therefore you who are Chri- 
{tians cannot expect that God ſhould be with you in 
any thing that you take in hand : till this bee done, 


God will not onely loath you,butthe works of your 
hands alſo. 


Secondly , this done, be nith God in matters of 
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Wis > #- of * Religion : my meaning plainly 1s this, bee 
 .. Firſt, ſuchas cleave to the purity of bis worſhip 


, Hz: inyourown practice. 

11,1%.&. And then in your great Cownſaile, bee yee purgers 
and preferyers of our Religion, Looke throughly 
4 what is amiſſe, and pluck up every plant that God 
i hath not planted ; throw to the Aogles and to the 
Bats, every rag that hath not Gods ſtamp and name 
upon it. That it may be ſaid of this Parhament in 
=” 1" matter of Religion, as it is {aid of Joſiah, There was 
he | never any likehim before himnor any after biw : So there 
2h was never any Parliament betore this, nor never any 
after it that fo/lowed the Lord with all therr heart, and all 
their ſoul,& all their might,according 10 all the nillof God, 
BE 1. Motives Andtoprovoke you, give mee leave to give you a 
po hereunto hricte view of the hedge that God hath made abour 

= þ fromthe . -» ==> . 
®.:. fecong the ſecond Commandement. The intent of that 


| Ccmmr Commandementis, that Gods people ſhould wor- 
FIT ** fhiphimi with his owne worſhip, and his own Ordi- 
A nances, and never dare to tender to him the devi- 
= | ſes, and*traditions of men tor a homage, Now 
SA the Lord knowing theitch, and proneneſle in men 
"IA to bee tampering in the worſhip of God, 'to ſet 
_—_ by | their threſholds by his threſholdhath ſet ſucha hedge 
$ | about it, that ifa man did conſider it ſeriouſly , hee 
©!" 80G -_ could not but admire that ever mottall man ſhould 
Y -\Þ dare in the matter of Gods worthip, tomeddle any 


J»t further than the Lord himſelt hath commanded: 
it ſtanding like the Cherubims, and the flaming 


Sword, w hichturnedevery way to keep the way of 
 Gen2:24: the Tree of Lite. 


F , Firſt, hee is a zelows God, as if hee ſhould ſay, the 
matter of my worſhip is to me as the Marriage bed ; 
| 4 and 
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and [ am a Husband ealtly provoked to zealowſie, * Ved 


ich! the, 
MW which is * rhe rage of a man, and will accept no ranſome, qr a 


Secondly , all ſuch are ſaid to hate God, 7 will 


«4 . Pr&6.34 
vijieche ſinnes of them thathate mee, They all pretend 2 


þ 

I that they are lovers of him. They that made men 
LY riſe the Calves, yet would have them ſweare Fe- 
Wl hovah laveth. Feroboam pretended nothing bur reſpe&t 
> to God, andto Gods people, when hee [et up his 
il Calves: fothele men pretend reverence and venera- 
Bf tion to Gods Ordinances : but God proteſts that all 
* Þ hate him , which may appeare by the odious names 
' Þ hee gives to their finne, calling it ſometimes Re- 
; Nl bellion , as being a denying his Soverergmy , Foſh.2 2, 
16,22. Somerimes Apoſiaſie , Ferem.2.13. Some- 
times Adzltery the moſt unpardonable ſmne betwixr 
manand wife , Ezek16. And ſometimes Blaſphemy. 
Iſai.65 7. 

Thirdly, 1t 1s a finne that hath vengeance, and pu- 
niſhment intailed upon it to the third and fourth gene. 
ration, The Fes ſay to this day ; that there was never 
any calamitie betided their Nation , ſince their commn 
out of Eoypt, but there was an ounce of the Golden 
Catfe 3n it, It is a finne that G O D fuls nor 
to vifit upon Children , to the thrrd and fourth Ge- 
neration. » 

But now on the other fide, God will ſhew mercy ro 
thouſands of them that lovehim , and keepe his Commans- 
dements, How is that > The Lord interprets them to 
loue him that purely worlhip him. As a man who 
finds his wife faithfull in the marriage bed , judgeth 
that ſhee loves htm , and that her heart is one with 
his , what ever other infirmittes thee may have. 
Yea, they are interpreted to keep all his Comman- 

q G dcments. 
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zv{f _ dements. God will truſt them for all his Comman- 
dements, whom hee findes faithfull in his worſhip: 
Yea, to a thouſand Generations -, hee will remember 
them, which is longer than this wicked world ſhall 
ſtand. The kindneſle and faithfulneſſe of them that 
maintaine and preſerve the pure Religion and wor- 
ſhip of God, ſhall ever be inthe ſight of God tor 
them and their poſterity. 
Oh ! let me help your reckoning in the day of the 
119,19 1-Ord , intreating you forthe Childrens ſake of your 
owne body, to lay what I have ſaid to heart, that you 
may provide that the Ordinances of God be neither 
taken away, nor defiled , that God -may bee purely 


6 


id 


worſhipped in his owne way for time to come. And} 


that by a Generation of men, who ſeeke onely co glory 


3241.6. 13. 72 0ur fleſh; we be not juglcd out of our Religion,norf 


mitled in ſuch a way of ſervice , as that Gods ſoul 
ſhould take no pleaſure in wa. 


Thirdly, and laſtly , (which is the comprehenſi-# 


. Re wit, 2N Of All the reſt ) bee on Gods fide , ingage your 
God, ine- 1clves in every cauſe which.is Gods: own what God 
very cauſe OWNS. AS Chriſt ſaid , Tow ſball not have mee alnay , 
4/ 094. thatis, in my perſon, but the poore you [ball have alnay, 

and when you will, you may doe good to them, So 


I ſay,you have not Chriſt with you in his perſon: but} 


you always have his Cauſe, his Truth, his Ordinances, 
his Day, his Maniflers , his Children, the Teares of 
the afflicted ; all cauſes of Fuftice and Righteouſneſſe, 
theſe are Gods Cauſes, G oO » would have all his 
friends zealous for him, and appeare for him , his 
Church, and his Cauſe. And to inflame your hearts 


Motives - £0 M15, be pleaſed to conſider theſe few incourage-! 


RACTeuntos ments, , 


Firſt 


was 


- 
— 


Firſt , God hath deſerved it at your hands , that » ie of 
you ſhould appeare for Him , Hee hath appeared vc > os 
tor you when none could : His ſonne Feſw Chriſt — ———_—_ 
ezyc his owne ſoule a ranſome for your ſinnes , or hahe de- 
clic you had periſhed in Hell for ever; Hee hath {v1 ir 
made you the Head, rather than the Tayle: He hath Ab 
heaped upon you Honour, Wealth,and Friends; and 
you can give no other realon why you are not more 
miſerable than the pooreſt Vagrant, that wants both 
houſe and home , but onely this, that GO D hath 
beene 0n your ſide. Doth not hee then deſerve to be 
owned > They lay, Love # loves Loadftone, and loves 
wherflone. 

_ Secondly, Gods Cauſe, his Charch , and Chil- x Go1s 
dren, have few Friends, and many Enemics, and <** bath 


mary cnc- 


thoſe Enemics no Babies , but Principalittes and mics, ang 


| Powers, Cruell, Cunning, Malicious,and unwea- fe frieds. 


riable: And more now than ever. Satan knowes 
his time is ſhort , hee ſtirs up all his inſtruments, 
as if one ſpirit poſleſt them all. And is it not a ſhame, 
that the Lords friends ſhould bee more backward 
in his cauſe than the Vaſſals of Satan are in thcir 
Maſters 2 

I adde thirdly, the Lord to puniſh the Pride, 3GOD 
Sloath, Hypocriſic , and Formality of his people, hath, tc 
hath of late ſuffered the enemies oft the Church to Pi 

ment to 

prevaile excceding far. The face of Chriftendome his(-c, 
this day ſo miſerably rent with Warres, Sedition, P*rmirced 


ba : =Y 
Herefies , and Schiſmes is a moſt ruthfull ſpe&ta- coprevaila 


a 


cle, Who can looke upon poore Germary , and very far. -/f 


not even bee compelled to weepe over the Booke _—+ 
of the Lamentations againe ? And G O Dknowes 
whoſe Lot is next : Little quict I fcare is-to bee 

G 2 expected 
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44 ASermon preached at a Faſt 
z Vic» expected in Chriſtendome, till the Beaſt his'Kingdom 
the ſecon® he ruined. 

Now wee know that the Lord accounts that 
the moſt ſeaſonable time for his friends ro owne his 
cauſe , whenthe enemies are moſt violent againſt 
it: then God ſaith who ts on my fide , nho > When 
the preſlures of the Church are greateſt 3 the 
opportunities of appearing for the LORD are 
moſt ſeaſonable , and great are their Rewards 
who then ſticke to him. Every one would gladly 
embrace a glorified C 11 x 1 sT.: but when the 
whole Councell ſhall rejzet-him ;, then, with N7- 
codemmw to plead tor him, this 1s honourable, When 
hanving upon the Croſſe, his Diſciples runne a- 
way trom-him, then with Joſeph of Armathea bold- 
ly betore Pilate to ſhew-love to him , this 1s accep- 
table. 5 

When the  Feres had an cxalred Aforderay, 
then the people of the Land would turne Tewes, 
The Samaritans would helpe to build the Tem- 
ple , when the Perſian Emperour 1s a Friend to 
the Church : But our Lord ſaith . Let mee have 
the man that will not bee aſhamed of mee before a fro- 
ward and adulterows Generation. Marke , hee doth 
not ſay ina gracious Generation (then no man will 
be aſhamed of him) but in an adulterows, and froward 

eneration. 
4 Gods Fourthly , when you ſtrike in on the LORDS 
Cauſe is 


the beſt, & fide, on his Churches fide, on his Cauſes fide, 
his 6de you ſhall not onely ſtrike in with the beſt fide, 
will prove 


it lat the With the beſt Cauſe , but with the_moſt prevai- 
prevailing Iing ; with that ſide which muſt and ſhall have 


par'y- The victory at the long runne. It would make a 
man 
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man nevet to be afraid to'bee ingaged inn quarrel] 2 > of 

where hee is {ure of the Victory. The - Barke —— 
wherein Chriſt, his Church , and Cauſe are , may 
bee toſled , but can never bee drowned. Populas Flor: 
Romanus ſepe prehio vitlus , nwigquam bello, The 
Romans loft many Bttails}, but they were never 

| overcome ina ſet Warre; at the long runne they 

| cruſhed all their enemies. So all the enemies that. 

© {eem too hard for Chriſts cauſe , and his Church, 

'B muſt penſh, Hee muſt rule, till al bis enemies be mane Plalito. 

BE his foor floole, 

In Zachary the 12. there are foure or five admi- 

|| rable expreſſions. "The Church is compared to a 
Hearth of Fire inthe midſt of a #v9d. Like a Torch 
of Fire in the midſt of a Sheafe, Whether the 
Vyood, or the Fire, the Torch, or the Sheafe will 
have the victory judge yee. In verſe the fecond,ſhe 

| is compared to a cup of Poyſon , that will end them 

| who thinke to devoure it. To an heavy Stone, 

- | that will returne upon thoſe to their ruine, who en- 

>| deavour to carry it away. So ſhall, it bee with 

| all Nations that fgght againſt the Church and cauſe 

of Chriſt, And if any man ſhould happen to loſe 


Dan,12.13 


18 his life in the Lords quarrell ; as the CAngell {a1d to 5 Th: 
|] Danicl, Hee ſhall fland up in bis lot: Hee ſhall rife confiders- 
{i} up, and follow Cuntrsrt, cloathed with glo- gi nn” 
ry. Revelations the ninetcenth , the Armies in Hea- calling of 
SE ven, that followed Chriſts lors yore Chariot, _ OO. l: 
4 were ſuch as were holy, and faithfull, and loved not mem 
| herr lives rothedeath. Would not this move any man (ould 
-| to be on Gods fide 7 ber here: HM 
Laſtly, Honouted, and beloved in the Lord)let unto a = 


the conſideration of your great place,and office that —_— 


thers. 
3 God | 
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» Vt of God Almis 


ghty hath called youto railc up your ſpi- 
rits to endevour great things forthe L on ». For my 


— part, Iam too weake to fathome in my thoughts, 


what the great worke is to which you are called to- 
gether by God. You are met to ſ{ceke the good of 
the Land, the good of the Churchyia greater charge 
than the ſalvation of your owne ſoules ,- is put into 
your hands, It may be not only our welfare, and 
peace, and Religion: but even the welfare of all 
Chriftendome , under God,depcnds upon, your meert- 
ing. That God that might have lett you (as I ſaid) 
to be hewers of Wood , and drawers of Water, hath 
called you to bee Repairers of all our breaches ; and 
the Prayers, and bleſsings of all G op s people 
are upon you. The eycs ot all the Nation, nextun- 
der G0», and our gracious Sovereigne, are fixed 
upon you, 

Oh what a mighty tye doth this put upon the 
ſoule of every one of you, to lay aſide all buſineſle, 
and pleaſures, and luſts, and ends of his owne, and 
ſolcly to ſtudy how to advance C 1k 1 s T s caule, 
and appeare where Chriſt would have him appeare, 
Your worke is great, our evils are many : but benor. 
diſcouraged, onely remember, that God &@ with you, 
mhile you are with him, As it is in Zech.q.. Who art thou, 
O'great Mountaine * before my ſeruant Lorobabel, 
thou ſbak become a plain. If God be with Zorobabel, 
Mountains ſhall become Plains before him. God can 
make thoſe things,that you apprehending as Hydra's 
and, Monſters would tremble to think ot, to fall be- 
tore you as the leaves of a tree. 

There is a notable ſtory of Lather, when hee firſt 
came out againſt the Pope, CAlberis Cranzim (a 

I * Biſhop 


RITES. —_—_ AE 


before the Commons houſe of Parliament. 
Biſhop that liked well his projet , but thought it *”* of 


impotsible to bring ir to palle) wrote to Luther, AD 
Frater, Frater abi in cellam, & dic, Miſerere mei Dew, 
B Fricr, Fricr, goctothy Cloiſter, and ſay, Lord 
have mercy upon mee, this worke is too hard for, 
thee , yet Luther wrought wonders. One Latber 
will doe greatthings , if Gov be with him: One 
Parliament may dve great things , it God bee with 
them. a 
Reſolve upon it*this day to be for God, make 
this another blefled ſeventeenth of November. Bur 
if through feare, treachery, cowardile, pride, or 
ſloth, you withdraw your ſelves from Gods work; 
Deliverance ſhall come to Gods people another way : 
and you for your part ſhall not onely loſe your thare 
in the comfort , but you ſhall bring all the guilt,and 
ſinnes that the Nation groanes under, to ſtand upon 
your owne {core before God, Yea, (you will think 
1tisagreat word; butT ſpeak itnot raſhly ) it may 
be moreguilty, than the very Authours of our mil+ 
chiefs., who have beene firme to their owne prin- 
ciples, inthe bringing of them in: and you contra- 
ry to your light, and office doc turther them, it you 
not withſtand them. As hee who ſolicited an Empe- 
' | rour fora pardon for one that had killed two men, 
| andreceived a denial upon that very realon,that the 
| Delinquent had twice imbrued his hands in bloud ; . 
replycd to the Emperour : Nay, you killed the {c- 
cond, for if hee had beene cur off for the firit, hee 
had never killed the other. So abundance of evils 
commurted by private men, are not the {innes of the 
Rulers and Princes at the firſt , but may afterwards 
through their connivence or want of zcale, be truly 
reckoned 
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mat Vie of "reckoned and accounted theirs, God forbid that you 
\ theſe rout ſhould bring ſo great a burden upon your own ſouls 
and conſciences; Vp and be aving,'and the Lojd be with 
gow itt lus caute. 
Now although your wifdoms beſt know w char is 
to be done; and it may ſeem unfit to preſcribe ſuch 4 
Colledg of Phyſicians a way of 2 Cure: Yet give me 
leave onely to propound one thing ( even the {ame 
whicnwas preſt in the forenoone ) which I [uppole 
would prove a Catholike remedy tor all ourevils.,and 
thegreateſt meanes for the lengthning out of our 
rranquillitic , andthe healing of all our diſtempers : 
that is,the promoting, eſtabliſhing,and may ntaining 
a Faithfull, learned, painfull, preaching Miniſtery: 
that every Candleſtick may have a Candle, that every 
Flock may have a faicthtull Shepheard to owide chem, 
This is the thing I would propound to you. This 
was the courſe Zehoſhaphat took,who ſent Princes and 
: Chon. Levites, bo raught in Judah, and went about through all 
"the Cues, and taught the people. 
Ble fled be God for the light that ſhines ainong us. 
Net 1 multtell you thar of nine ot tenthouſand Pa- 
riſhes,whichthey fay are in England, I believe there 
are many thouſands,! which theſe eighty yeers have 
not had the bleſſing toenjoy ( at rhe teaſt any tons 
time)a fetled Flirhfuul ,preachins Miniſterie. So that I 
believe,(and 1 ſpeak ſomwhar from experience'that 
manythouſands, if not thouſands of thouſinds know 
not the right han4 from the lefty, in the very princi- 
ples of the Doarine of Chriſt, What ever bethe 
caufe, whether it be that our Laws and Conſtituti. 
ons are defective: whether the negligence or corrup. 


tion of our Governonrs ; whether the want of 4 
& Preaching 
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before the Commons houſe of Patlioment. 49. = 4; 


preaching maintenance, or whether all theſe be the dy > j 
ult : Certaine it is, there hath beene hitherto a," 
x-7t,9,forewhat which hath hindred che ſpreading 
fits 
Andit is worth your molt diligent enquirie , whe- 
her the neglect of this hach not beene one main cane 
the 1Þ ſuccefie of fo many former Parhaments.Cruld 
ou provide mercitaily tor people inthis, you wouts 
ke all fate, and Ewe/and would thanke you as long 
It is England. | 
To incite you, be pieaſed ro confider bur theſstwo ; f 
IN&Ss 
Firſt, we deſerve no further the name of a Chriſti - 
1Natton than this is done, nor any further than this 
advanced, T his 1s the Sceprer whereby Chriſt rules: 
he dwelling of his Word with a people, is the grea- 
[t proofe of their owning him? for their Prince, and 
ISacknowledging them for hjs owne S»bjedFs. Is any 
ountrey eſteemed a part of a Princes Dominion, that 
not ruled by his Lawes? Neither can any Land be ac. 
zunted Chriſts Kingdome, where the preaching of 
e Word, which is the Rod of his power 15 noteſtabli- WW. 
ed, And the Pordharh eveteſteemed the hinderers gs 
f h1s word,tobe the men that would nor have Chriſt W..4 
ie cver them. \ wa 
g >ccondly, if all the gocd Lawes in the workd 
ere made, withour this, they would come to no- 
* Ying ; order what youcan leave this undone, you will j 
ver do the thing you aime at, Magiſtrates and Mi- 
ers of Juſtice will not execute themgand people will 
t obey them. The dark places of the Landareever full Pllm.s. 
the habitations of wickedneſſe, But 1f Chriſt ſerite the 
th with the rod of his month, the Wolfe ſhall dwell 
H with. 
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Patt ther, andalittle Child ſhall lead thew. There ſhall nos 
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» VſerfÞ with the Lambe, and the Leopard ſhall lye downe with the 
the ſectn? Kid, the Calfe, and the yong Lion, and the fatling toge. 


thing hurt nor deſtroy, where Chriſts Scepter rules; 
Your Lawes cannot give men new hearts, nor ney 
(trengrh;char is the priviledge of the Lawes of Chriſz, 
The Poers ſpeake of excellent Muſitians , who by 
che power of [their Mulicke made ſtones leap inte 
Walls, Beaſts robee tame,&c. This will doe more, 
this will take the ſtone our of mens hearts, this wi 
give them a new heart ; this will make all the Con 
mandements ealie ; rhere is a kinde of-omniporenci: 
in ic. I beſeech-you among(t all your excellent pur. 
poſes for our good, let this bee the firſt, and 
chiefeſt:It this will not doe, nothing will : 
If they heare not Moſes and the Prophets, 
they will nd$ believe though 
one riſe fromthe 
dead. 
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0 / Preſented asa Pretious, and Powertull th. 
motive to Humiliation : : ; 


IN A SERMON 


Preached before the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, at their late folemne Faſt, Feb.2 3. 1641. 
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: Jor L 2, 12,13,14. 
| T berefore alſo now ſaith 1he Lord, T wrye ye even to me with all your heart, 1d | 
with faſting, and with weeping, and with murning : and rent your heart, &; 
and not your garments,and twrne unto the Lord your God * for he u graciawt 
and merciful, ſlow to anger,and of great kindneſſc,and repenteth bim of the 
evill : Who knoweth if be will retyyne and repent,and leave 2 bleſſing behind 


him, even 4 meate=offerins, «nd x drink-offering unto the Lox 4 your God? 
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